
 
TOWN OF WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH  

APPLICATION FOR TREE ALTERATION/REMOVAL PERMIT (TP-14) 
 

Any change or changes in development, construction, or land use activities differing from those represented in this 
application and/or accompanying plans will require a re-evaluation and modification of this permit. Applicants, property 

owners, authorized agents and/or contractors are responsible for compliance with any and all permit conditions and with 
all Town of Wrightsville Beach Ordinances. 

 
PROPERTY  OWNER:                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
OWNER’S ADDRESS:                                                                           ZIP:           
 
LOCATION OF TREE (ADDRESS):     ___________________________________________                                                                       
 
OWNER PHONE:  (       )    __________  
 
EMAIL ADDRESS:      __________ 
 
UNIT TYPE:   (  ) MULTI-FAMILY (  ) DUPLEX  (  ) SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING 
  
STRUCTURE USE:  (  ) RESIDENTIAL (  ) COMMERCIAL (  ) GOVERNMENT 
 
CONTRACTOR NAME:             
 
CONTRACTOR ADDRESS:        ZIP                 
 
CONTRACTOR PHONE:  (    )     FAX:     
 
STATE LICENSE NO.        EXP.     
      
PRINT APPLICANT NAME:            
 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE:              DATE:     

  *This list is not all-inclusive the Code Enforcement Officer or Building Inspector may ask for further information upon plan review.  
 
    FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

                                          
CONDITIONS : 

 
ZONING PERMIT # 

 
 
 

 

 
Permit Fee  $50   PAID(    )    
 
RECEIVED COMPLETE BY:                 ______________________   DATE:  _____________________________    
  
[   ]  Site Plan / Survey             
[   ]  Mitigation Plan for tree replacement 
 
 ZONING AUTHORIZATION BY:________________________________    DATE: _____________________________ 
 

 
 

Site Plan / Mitigation Plan shall include: 
1) Plan showing parcel boundaries, setbacks, location and dimensions of existing/proposed structures as they apply to tree removal 
2) The common names, sizes (including DBH) and locations of all protected trees on the site, designating the trees which are to be 

respectfully retained, removed, relocated or replaced.  Trees proposed for removal shall be marked with an “X” through the tree symbol 
on the site plan.  Note: Diameter Breast Height (DBH) = tree circumference divided by pi (3.14159), circumference shall be measured 
4’6” above grade.    

3) The location and type of trees that will be planted after development or construction and the time frame for completion of such planting. 
4) Date, including the month, day and year, that the original drawing was completed and the date for each revision to the original drawing. 



ORDINANCE NO. (2007) 1556 

Board of F~dermen 
Town of Wrightsville Beach, North CarGlina 
Date: Octo~er 11, 2007 

h'T ORDTIIANCE OF TEE BOARD OF .ALDEPJ4EN OF 
THE TOWN OF WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH, NORTH CAROLU!A 

ADOPTUlG A TREE PRESERVATION OPJJINANCE 

The Board of Aldermen of the Town of Wrightsville Beach, North 
Carolina, doth ordain: 

1. That the Code of Ordinances, Town . of Wrightsville Beach, is 
hereby amended by'adding new sections to be numbered§ 153.03 through 153.09 
which new sections read as follows and by deleting existing § 153 .-99 and 
replacing it with new§ 153.99 which ;ceads as follows: 

TREE ·PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 

§ 153.03 PURPOSE. . . 

(A) The purpose of the tree pre·servation. ·ordinance. is 
to protect important trees located at Wrightsville Beach, to. 
provide wildlife habitat, to provide stabilization of sand 
and soil, and to provide a·vital limt in natural stormwater. 
management through absorption. Trees act as a filter helpful 
to maintaining the health and quality of waters. 

(B) The object.ives of the ordinance are ·as follows; 

(1) Maintain and ellhance property values. 

(2) Preserve and enhance the visual appearance 
of. the. To?m- of Wright.sviJ:Te· Beach~ 

(3) Preserve • unique and productive. coastal 
habitats. 

( 4) Reduce impacts of development on the Tmm 1 s 
stormwater system·. 

(5) Assist the Town in preserving and enhancing 
the quality of its estuarine.waters. 

{6) Increase tree canopy. 

§ 153.04 DEFINITIONS. 

The follm<ing l<ords 1 terms and phrases·, whep. used in 
this chapter, shall have the meaning ascribed to them in 
this section except ·when the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:· 

Damaged trees: Trees wi"th structural defect.s are 
considered to be damaged. Some indicators of damaged trees 
are: 

(A) Dead tree. 
are dead or dying and 
shall be removed. 

If more than SO%' of the major limbs 
the tree is in a decli~ng state, it 
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all other acts that cause the death or destruction of any 
protected tree. 

Replacement tree: A tree replanted and surviving for 
at least one ·year to compensate for the removal of a tree of 
greater diameter. Replacement trees shall have a DBH of at 
least three inches· when planted. 

Root Protection Zone: The land area around the base 
of a tree in which disturbances are prohibited in order to 
pr.otect the roots of the tree and aid in the tree's 
survival. 

Specimen tree: Ariy heritage tree 1 such as a live oa.J.c 
or eastern red cedar, which usually has on.e main stem or 
trunk and a DBH measurement of at least b1enty inches (20')'. 

Threatened .Trees: Those trees that may have a problem 
in later years lf left in their current state and are not 
cared for properly. These are trees 1~hich exhibit: 

(A) Stimted growth'. Small distorted leaves and 'twigs. 

(B) Leaf color. Abnormal le~f c~lor is. an· indicator 
of a problem. Fertilization is usua1ly necessary to correct 
this problem unless it is a drainage problem. · 

(C) Insects and disea'se. Leaves; twigs and roots can 
be affected by insects and diseases. Diagnosis and 
treatments should be provided by .a tree care professional. 

(D) Bark. Peeling bark is an ind:).cator of· damage be 
it either mechanical, fungal or cold related. · 

(E) . Excessive cut or fill·. Both are equally damaging 
and should be evaluated thoroughly. Eiposing the root flare. 
to the air or cove:dng the· trunk with soil are both 
detrimental,, 

Tre'e · protection fence: Any fenoe material at least 
three feet in height with integrity to survive the period of 
construction. · 

Tree protection plan:. An informal tree protection 'and. 
mitigation plan submitted to the Department of Planning and 
J?arks staf£ t.o -seek approval for remova.:). of Protected 'trees. · 

.The plan is a rough drawing that shows the site·intormation 
specified in §. 153. 06, Tree heights. niay_ be estimat<'ld ·an the 
plan. · · 

§ 153.05. TREE PROTECTION PERMIT REQUIRED. 

(A) No protected tree shall. ·J:ie r.;moved or be caused 
·to be removed, thro!lgh injury or damage,· from. public or 
private property ·without .first obt.aining· and having an 

. approved tree removal permit. Removal of any protected tree 
is prohibited e."Wept in accordance. with an approved tree 
protection plan. The fallowing tree removal activities may 
be undertaken without an approved tree protection plan and 
that is consistent with good horticultural practices: 

(1) Clearing or mirlntenance of Town rights-a£-
way. 
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(4) The common names 1 sizes and location of all 
·protected trees on the site, designating the trees which are 
respectfully to be retained, removed 1 relocated, or 
replaced. Trees proposed for removal shall be marked with an 
"X' through the tree symbol in the document. Trees not 'marked 
shall be conserved. 

(5) The loqation and type of trees that will be 
planted after development or construction and the time frame 
for completion of such planting. 

(B) The Director o£ Planning and Parks or his/her 
designee will review tb.e tree protection plan according to 
the rerJUirements i~ the Tree Preservation Ordinance. 

§ 15 3 . 0 7 STANDA!IDS FOR PLfu'T APPROV.l>-L. OR DENIAL. 

Protected trees are to be retained and protected to 
the maximum extent feasible. The Director of Planning and 
Parks or his/her designee shall issue or deny a Tree Permit 
within five (5) business days of· receiving applicat:j.on for 
such. No permit .shall be issued for the removal of protec·ted · 
trees unless one of the following conditions exists: 

. (A) The tree is located in the buildable area .. of a 
yard area where a structure or improvements may be placed 
and it unreasonably restricts the permitted use of the 
property and such trees cannot reasonably be relocated 
elset,vheire on the property. Necessity to remove trees in 
order to construct proposed improvements as a result o£ the 
following: · 

(1) · Need for access to the building site for 
construction equipment, 

(2) Essential grade changes for surface water 
drainage and utility installations, 

(3) Location of proposed structure a:"'d required 
driveway ( s) ' and 

(4) Location ·of proposed parking spaces and 
associated circulation required to be installed by the 
Zoning ordinance . 

(B) T:he tree ca=ot be· relocated on. or off the site 
because of t:he age, type or size of the. tree. 

(C) The tree is diseased, injured, in danger. of 
falling, too close to existing or proposed structures, 
interferes with existing utility ·service, creates unsafe 
vision· clearance,. or· conflicts with other· ordinances . ·or 
regulations. 

·(D) Where tree removal is consistent with an approved 
subdivision plat or site plan. 

(E) It is in the welfare o£ the general public that 
the tree be removed for a reason other than set forth above. 

(F) If a plan is approved that allows the removal of 
protected trees' the approval shall be conditioned upon 
compliance with a mitigation pla_n meeting· the standards of 
the mitigation policy in§ 153.09. 
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(A) lLll protected trees removed shall be replaced in 
accordance r,.dth the following criteria: 

(1) All trees required by the Landscape 
Ordinance, all trees on Town-owned property and ,other 
protected trees, excluding specimen trees, shall be replaced 
in a on~-to-one rc..tio with trees !=hat 2.t maturity 1frill be o£ 
comparable DEB and height of the tree removed. All 
replacement trees shall have a DEH of at least three inches 
"'hen planted. 

(2) Specimen trees sh.'lll be replaced on 
to-o~e ratio with trees of the same species. 
replacement trees shall have a DBH of at least three 
when planted. · 

a· two
All 

inches 

(3) All mitigation shall occur on the property 
1r1here the tree was removed. Mitigation in connection with 
construction shall he completed prior to issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy. 

(B) Tree loss mitigation shall not take effect when a 
tree removed is that· lost to nafural causes, such as age, 
disease, or storm, or other causes beyond the control of the 
landovmer and property de,reloper, such . as a car crash or 
fire for Hhich no pa,:-ty is found responsible. Tree loss 
mitigation shall take effect for all other trees allowed to 
be removed by permit from the Code Enforcement Officer or by 
variance from the Board of Adjustment as well as for those 
trees altered or removed.in violation of this chapter. · 

(C) A developer or property owner may be excused from 
the requirement to install ne\>1 :required trees that v10uld 
cause the lot in question to . contain more than five: (5) 
total protected,trees, to include ne1q and existing trees, if 
the Code .Enforcement Officer determines that the size of a 
given property and. presence of existing .vegetation is such 
that the .introduction of a significant number of new trees 
may be detrimental ·to both existing vegetat;ior:;, 'and proposed 
trees. The decision of the Code Enforcement Officer in such 
matter shall be final. 

§ 153.10 APPEALS~~ VARIANCES. 

(.i\.) Any applicant dissatisfied with a decision of the 
Director of Planning and Parks or his or her designee may 
appeal such· ·decision to the . s·oard of Adjustment· by. 
deliyering written notice of appeal to the Town Manager· 
.within 10 days of receipt of the written decision of the 
Director of Planning· and Parks or his or her designee .. ·The 
'decision a£ the Board of Adjustment.in this matter sball·be 
final. 

(B) Should the provisions of this chapter create an 
undue hardship, a request for Va:riance ·shall ·.describe in 
detail why a variance is sought and what alternative tree 
preservation measures will be employed. The Board of 
Adjustment shall :render a decision on the request·. 
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4. This Ordinance is adopted in the interest of public health, 
sa.fety and general welfare of the inhabitants of the Town ·of Wrightsville 
Beach, North Carolina., and shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its adoption. 

This Ordinance adopted this 2007. 

r Robert A. O'~nn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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